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OVERVIEW 
I believe that education in good schools should be driven by the dynamic tension between the importance of content and a deep respect for the individual learner. Any serious educator must feel this tension and thrive on keeping it in balance. To neglect one side of this equation is to do a disservice to the other. One should view the learner as an individual whose gifts, graces, and interests need to be recognized, respected, and cultivated. This must be done in the context of that learner’s age and level of development. 
On the other hand there are basic constructs in both content and process that are foundational to success in learning and cannot be neglected. These building blocks, though usually taught in a structured way, are the very tools that will make it possible for the learner to grow and become independent. They are the “keys to the kingdom” so to speak. 
This tension of content vs. student-centeredness is not unlike pilot training. Teaching someone to fly is structured, rigorous and repetitious. It has, however, some inherent excitement that far outweighs its drudgery. When the training reaches a certain stage the student pilot begins to experience the freedom of flying and eventually can go anywhere she chooses. The very structure of the training makes the freedom of flight possible for the person who completes it. 
Good schools therefore must be both student-centered and content-centered. 

A SUMMUM BONUM 
In my educational philosophy the supreme good from which all others are derived is to bring students to maturity and independence as lifelong learners. This is a transformative process in which the teacher and the learner engage in a relationship that changes them both for the good. It begins with natural curiosity and a contagious passion for learning. This is a quality that all teachers must have to be successful. They must also find a way to spread this passion to their students. If this is done well, even the most challenging content can be tackled with enthusiasm. Without it the most interesting things can seem dull. 
This maturity takes into account all aspects of the developing person. in that sense it can be called holistic. For me this is based on the biblical model presented by Luke (2:52) in the only statement we have about the adolescence of Christ. “And the boy increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man.” According to Luke’s account Jesus was developing mentally, physically, socially and spiritually. 

KNOWLEDGE AND TRUTH 
I believe that although there is much mystery in the world, and that mystery is often what keeps us motivated to learn, there is also some objective truth to be known. As a result I believe that schools should inculcate certain values in their students. There are timeless truths that are the building blocks of a good life. The late Francis Schaeffer referred to these things as “true truth” ; truth which exists outside of one’s self.  I do not, however believe that an educator is at liberty to create a personal curriculum for his or her students. I believe that educators should work in a community of learners whose basic values are confluent with their own and even then be very careful when discussing personal viewpoints. 

THE LEARNER 
I believe that each student is a work of God with great gifts and tremendous potential. It is with great awe that I approach the teaching/learning process. I take seriously the warning in James (3: 1) that not many “should presume to be teachers 
knowing that we who teach will be judged more strictly.” 
I lean toward a cognitive view of the learner and definitely away from a behavioral view. I am eclectic in method, however, and feel that some techniques work for reasons other than what the current wisdom would have us believe. I appreciate some experimental teaching techniques as long as sound methods are not set aside. 
CURRICULUM 
These days it is prudent to state what might have been unnecessary a generation ago. I do believe in curriculum as a roadmap for teaching in a school. I acknowledge that there is an informal curriculum which is often as significant to the learning process. but in my view the formal one must be well-thought out and rigorous. I believe that the school’s curriculum is a living document that should be both followed and revised regularly. 
The key words in my view of curriculum are balance and integration. Emphasis needs to be given not only to the “basics” or the core. A balance must exist in which art, music, drama, athletics, outdoor, and hands-on experiences are given significant attention as well. 
I believe that the various disciplines need to be considered as an integrated whole so that a mature student can see, for example, the resemblance between a Baroque clock a piece of Baroque literature, and a piece of Handel’s music, Students should be considering their own worldview as they gain knowledge of these things. 
I am an advocate of a strong literature component in reading instruction and an early emphasis on writing, foreign language, and computer skills. 

SUMMARY 
This is a snapshot of my educational philosophy. Actually, I hope that this document raises as many questions as it answers.  It does, however express the basics of what I believe as an educator.
